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Murray State University
Dept. of Early Childhood and Elementary Education
Course Syllabus
Research in Young Adult Literature
Fall 2010

	Instructor
	Johan Koren
	E-mail
	johan.koren@coe.murraystate.edu

	Phone
	270-809-2760
	Website
	http://murrayyalit.org

	Office
	3202 Alexander Hall
	
	



Catalog Description  An in-depth study of chosen areas of young adult literature with emphasis on electronic and print sources by and about authors, genres and issues, which may include a field experience where students explore the pedagogical implications of their study.
Purpose The purposes of this course are to provide students with opportunities for extensive readings in the various genres of young adult literature; readings and discussion of research informing the reading and teaching of young adult literature; and thorough and extensive research into a chosen area of young adult literature. 
I. COURSE OBJECTIVES
Class activities will be centered on the attainment of the course objectives listed below. These objectives are understood to be reflective of, but not limited to those behaviors advocated by the Kentucky Education Reform Act guidelines.  Curriculum connections will be made with KERA Initiatives: Kentucky Learner Goals and Academic Expectations, Program of Studies, and Core Content.  
 
The COE Conceptual Framework and the Theme of Educator as Reflective Decision-Maker are addressed in this course through the use of reflective journals and a reflective component in the collaborative unit. The COE emphasis on constructivism is emphasized when discussing criteria for the evaluation of young adult literature. The COE dispositions are informally assessed during class activities.

The Theme of Diversity is explored in the course through the examination of multicultural literature. The Theme of Literacy/Reading is stressed throughout every course activity as students discuss evaluation criteria. The Theme of Leadership appears in the assignment to write a professional paper suitable for submission to a professional journal on a topic related to young adult literature.

Technology is a central issue that is integrated throughout the course.  The Code of Ethics is discussed in connection with the issue of censorship and book challenges.

Following each objective, and enclosed in parentheses, are numbers which reference the Kentucky Experienced Teacher Standards for Preparation and Certification (ETS) and the NCATE/ALA Program Standards (ALA) addressed by that objective.  
Upon successful completion of this class, students will:

A. Be able to evaluate selections of young adult literature in accordance with a set of established criteria. (KTS 1) (ALA 1, 4) (COE 1, 2, 5)
B. Understand the benefits of young adult literature and develop their own criteria for evaluating young adult literature. (KTS 1) (ALA 1, 2, 4) (COE 1, 2, 4, 5)
C. Have an in-depth understanding of a particular issue in young adult literature. (KTS 1) (ALA 1, 2, 4) (COE 1-6)
D. Have an in-depth knowledge of a particular genre or other subdivision of young adult literature. (KTS 1) (ALA 1, 2, 4) (COE 1-6)
E. Write a professional paper suitable for submission to a professional journal on a topic related to young adult literature. (KTS 1, 7) (ALA 1, 2) (COE 2, 5)
F. Understand the elements of literature. (KTS 1) (ALA 1, 4) 
G. Be familiar with the different genres in young adult literature and criteria for evaluating books in each genre. . (KTS 1) (COE 1-5)
H. Identify strategies for using literature in the classroom. (KTS 1, 2) (ALA 1, 2) (COE 1-6)
I. Be familiar with a variety of reading strategies. (KTS 2, 4) (ALA 1, 2) (COE 1-6)
J. Be able to use technology in the study or teaching of young adult literature. (KTS 2, 6) (ALA 1, 4) 
K. Be able to work collaboratively, display team membership skills, and analyze their collaborative experiences to improve future collaborations. (KTS 8, 9) (ALA 3) (COE 1-6)
L. Be able to reflect upon their reading habits, evaluate their teaching of literature, and identify a plan for future growth and improvement. (KTS 7, 9) (ALA 2) (COE 2, 5)
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	CLASS DISCUSSION TOPICS

	Aug 18-29
	Welcome and Introductions

	Aug 30-Sept. 6
	Who or What is a Young Adult?

	September 6
	[image: labday]

	Sept. 7-14
	What is Young Adult Literature?

	Sept. 15-24
	Multicultural Reading for Young Adults

	Sept. 25-Oct. 3
	Class Activity:
Banned Books Week
http://www.ala.org/bbooks

	[image: FallSmall]  	MSU Fall Break:  September 30-October 1

	Oct 4-Nov 28
Group Activities
	YA Books for Girls

	
	YA Books for Boys

	
	Teen Read Week:  Books with Beat

	Thanksgiving Break:  Nov 24-28[image: hthanks]

	Nov. 29-Dec. 3
	Graphic Novels
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Instructional Activities
Because active involvement through speaking, writing, and interaction with ideas brings about in-depth learning, students will participate in diverse activities. 

A. Students will actively participate in class and Blackboard discussions and activities.
B. Students will reflect upon what they have learned through reflective writing activities
C. Students will write a professional-quality position paper.
D. Students will read and discuss young adult books.
E. Students will develop a literature unit to use in their classrooms.


Field, Clinical And/OR Laboratory Experiences
None.

II. RESOURCES
A. Waterfield Library (MSU): children’s books, journals, books on children’s literature
B. Internet: students may access the Internet from Kentucky public libraries, extended site labs, home, or the student lab in Alexander Hall on the MSU campus.

Grading Procedures
C. Course Assignments

	Assignments
	Points

	Class Forum Discussion
	22

	Class Banned Books Week Activity
	28

	Group Project
	28

	Evaluation Criteria Blog
	22

	Total:
	100 points


See http://murrayyalit.org for more details on each assignment.

D. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Grading Scale
Grades will be awarded for performance in accordance with this scale.
	93-100%=A	86-92%=B	79-85%=C	72-78%=D	0-71%=F

III. ATTENDANCE POLICY
Class attendance is required, in accordance with the policy published in the current Murray State University Graduate Bulletin. 

Academic Honesty Policy
This course adheres to the policy published in the current Murray State University Graduate Bulletin
IV. TEXT AND REFERENCES
Bucher, K. and Hinton, K. M. (2010).  Young Adult Literature: Exploration, Evaluation, and Appreciation.  2nd ed.  Boston:  Prentice Hall.
	
Additional possible readings:
Blasingame, J.  (2003, October).  An interview with Richie Partington.  Journal of Young Adult & Adult Literacy; 47 (2),186-187.
No flying, no tights. (c. 2002-2004).  Retrieved November 3, 2005 from http://www.noflyingnotights.com/ 
Pattee, A. S. (2004, September).  Disturbing the peace: The function of young adult literature and the case of Catherine Atkins' When Jeff Comes Home.  Children's Literature in Education, 35 (3), 241-255.
Partington, R. (n.d.) Richie's Picks: Great books for children and young adults.  Retrieved November 3, 2005 from http://richiespicks.com/ 
Prerequisite 
None.
STATEMENT OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY: 
Murray State University endorses the intent of all federal and state laws created to prohibit discrimination. Murray State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age, veteran status, or disability in employment, admissions, or other provision of services and provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities equal access to participate in all programs and activities.  
For more information, contact Sabrina Y. Dial, Director of Equal Opportunity, Murray State University, 103 Wells Hall, Murray, KY 42071-3318.  Telephone:  270-809-3155 (voice), 270-809-3361 (TDD).


Murray State University - College of Education
Conceptual Framework

	The goal of Murray State University’s preparation program is to produce candidates who demonstrate the characteristics of a Murray State graduate, the proficiencies delineated by Kentucky Standards and the by the learned societies of their disciplines; thereby practicing as Reflective Decision-Makers, the Theme of our College.  The following student Dispositions arise from our theme and are the values, commitments, and professional ethics that MSU engenders in its candidates.  The Murray State University undergraduate candidate will become an educator who is:
1.	Tolerant – Considers new ideas, alternative possibilities, different perspectives, and people representing a variety of differences without prejudice or bigotry.
2.	Responsible – Considers consequences and makes decisions in a rational and thoughtful manner for the welfare of others; acts with integrity to pursue an objective with thoroughness and consistency.
3.	Enthusiastic – Is eager and passionately interested in tasks that relate to beliefs about education.
4.	Caring – Demonstrates devotion, compassion, and regard for the welfare of others.
5.	Confident – Exhibits certainty about possessing the ability, judgment, and internal resources needed to succeed as a teacher.
6.	Ethical – Conforms to accepted professional standards of conduct by making decisions based on standards and principles established by the education profession.
The Murray State University graduate candidate sustains the undergraduate dispositions, but with a maturing expertise also embraces the disposition of leadership defined as ethical change agent to influence classrooms, schools, districts, communities, and the global society.
The Knowledge Base including research, theory, philosophy, and practice is the foundation that informs faculty and guides program goals.  The success of the program is determined by program outcomes, Kentucky Teacher Standards, Kentucky Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education Teacher Standards, Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium Standards, National Association of School Psychologists Standards, Kentucky School Guidance Counselor Standards and National Program Standards, for all certified programs so that the contributions of learned societies inform MSU program goals. Continuous Assessment connects all elements of the conceptual framework where each program is responsible for utilizing assessment information as a basis for program improvement.  The focus of the conceptual framework is to prepare MSU graduates to become reflective decision-makers and to achieve Kentucky and National Standards:


Note:  A more extensive version of the Conceptual Framework that includes the Knowledge Base is available to students and other interested individuals at: http://coekate.murraystate.edu/ncate/st/cf/conceptual_framework.htm, or may be obtained through any College of Education department.      Revised August, 08
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